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Wednesday 25th May

THE IRRITATING AND INFLUENTIAL
MR WHISTLER

Julia Musgrave

Known for his assertive and combative nature, James
Abbott McNeill Whistler pioneered a Post-Impressionist
style, and was also well known for his printmaking. He
had a wide social network, yet he mastered the art of 
making enemies, including John Ruskin and Oscar Wilde.

Julia Musgrave started with a degree in Chemical 
Engineering, but has since obtained a Graduate Diploma
in the History of Art and an MLitt. She is currently a 
Lecturer in Art History at the City Literary Institute 
and is working towards a Ph.D.

Lecture Sponsored by Hiscox

Wednesday 29th June

ME, MYSELF AND I:
SELF-PORTRAITURE THROUGH THE AGES

Jackie Klein

A look at this most illuminating of artistic genres, 
revealing how and why artists from Michelangelo to
Joshua Reynolds relentlessly made images of 
themselves. How important is likeness and truth in 
self-portraiture? The lecture comes right up to date, 
exploring self-portraits today in our image-saturated 
age of smartphones and selfies.

Jackie Klein has had a many-faceted career as curator at
leading galleries, editor, author, TV presenter, teacher 
and lecturer. A passionate advocate for the Arts, she is
currently Associate Lecturer at the Courtauld Institute 
on their Masters programme ‘Curating the Art Museum’.

Lecture Sponsored by Canaccord

Wednesday 20th July

A CARPET RIDE TO KHIVA – THE REVIVAL OF 
TIMURID CARPET DESIGNS

Chris Aslan Alexander

Known only through illuminated manuscripts, the 
glories of 15th century Timurid Carpets have been 
revived at Chris Alexander’s workshop in Khiva, a 
desert oasis in Uzbekistan. The lecture explores the 
challenges involved, including corruption, thievery 
and local politics.

Chris Alexander’s nomadic life has included a childhood
in Turkey and war-torn Beirut, stays in Uzbekistan, 
Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan, and periods in Cambridge 
and Oxford. ‘A Carpet Ride to Khiva’ was published in 
2010 and he is working on another book, returning to 
his beloved Central Asia whenever he can.

Lecture sponsored by Polygon

Wednesday 28th September

“THE GREATEST ART PATRON IN THE WORLD”
– RUDOLF II AND HIS KUNSTKAMMER

Albert Godetzky

Holy Roman Emperor Rudolf II (1552-1612) amassed 
one of the most impressive collections of art, natural 
history specimens and scientific instruments in Europe.
The lecture explores the concept of the ‘Cabinet of 
Curiosities’, the collection itself, the networks of 
artistic patronage enabled by Rudolf and the group of 
esoteric figures who gathered at his court.

Dr. Albert Godetzky is currently Associate Lecturer 
at the Courtauld Institute. He has lectured at the 
Victoria and Albert Museum and previously worked 
on exhibitions at the National Gallery. His research 
concentrates on early modern Northern European art.

Lecture sponsored by Ravenscroft

Wednesday 19th October

THE VALOIS DUKES OF BURGUNDY – 
DAZZLING AND DASTARDLY

Carole Petipher

Few families wielded such power or wealth in the late
Middle Ages as the Dukes of Burgundy. But they would
prove dastardly as well as dazzling. In this lecture Carole
will follow their rise to glory, while considering the 
associated trappings of such a flamboyant lifestyle, 
such as art, fashion and gastronomy.

Carole Petipher uses art in all its guises to explore the
characters who shaped France, and likes to delve 
behind the scenes to discover hidden truths. She is an 
experienced guide and lecturer on combined history 
and art tours in France, with 20 years’ experience.

Lecture sponsored by Rothschild & Co

Wednesday 9th November

TREDEGAR HOUSE – A WELSH NATIONAL 
TREASURE

Matthew Williams

Tredegar House new Newport is a magnificent
seventeenth century mansion, built to reflect the status
of its original owners – the extraordinary Morgan 
family. Matthew brings his lively wit to the story of 
the house, from its origins to its acquisition by the 
National Trust.

Matthew Williams was curator of Cardiff Castle for 
nearly 30 years. He holds degrees from Nottingham 
and Manchester Universities, as well as being a Fellow 
of the Society of Antiquaries.

Lecture sponsored by Polygon


