
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post 16 Arts Lectures In association with Art Society Guernsey 

Opportunities for Students in the creative Arts 
and associated currriculums 
 
The Guernsey Institute working with the Arts Society Guernsey are proud to announce this years art 
lecturers open to all post sixteen students. These 45-minute talks, delivered by world class specialists 
are designed to cover a variety of topics that will give the students access to a breath of historic and 
current art related subjects that will enhance curriculum delivery. They also tie in with The States 
Education’s drive for rounded learning through Personal Professional Development. 
 
To enable as many schools as possible to participate the lecturers will be held over 
Wednesday lunchtime periods, with the lecture starting at 12.30 and ending at 13.15. All 
lectures will be at the Princess Royal Centre for the Performing Arts and are sponsored by a 
variety of Guernsey Companies. 
 
This years lectures will comprise of: 
 
Wednesday 13th May 12.30 – 13.15 Princes Royal Centre for the Performing Arts  
Wentworth Woodhouse: Heritage and regeneration, creating new futures out of past 
remains.   
 
Sarah Mcleod OBE 
Suitable for art and history students and also students studying project 
management and architecture. 

The regeneration of Wentworth Woodhouse has been described as the greatest and most challenging 
historic restoration for a generation. The sheer scale of the site, the vast cost of the rescue and the fact 
that the site came without any endowment meant that for many, it seemed an impossible challenge. 

Sarah will bring life to the context of the site, the aristocratic family who built it, The Earls Fitzwilliam 
and the tragic downfall of the family and their home.  

She shall then move on to the campaign to save it, instigated by His Royal Highness the King, followed 
by details of the £30m worth of restoration that has since taken place. 

Sarah’s career in heritage and culture spans over 30 years. Sarah was engaged as the first CEO of 
Wentworth Woodhouse in May 2017. Since taking on the role she has established a successful trading 
company and launched both the Wentworth Woodhouse Masterplan “A New Life” which details the 
£200 million regeneration programme for the site, and the WWPT Cultural Strategy which sets out an 
ambitious plan for the Trust’s work in diversity, access and inclusion, breaking down barriers to 
engagement in arts, culture and heritage.  

Sarah has lectured on the MSc Historic Buildings course at Cambridge University for the last 14 years 
she is a published writer and is currently co-authoring a book “The Public Country House” in conjunction 
with the Victoria & Albert Museum, The National Trust and UCL Press. 

She was awarded an OBE in 2024 for Services to Heritage.  

 
 
 



Wednesday 23rd September 12.30 – 13.15 Princes Royal Centre for the Performing 
Arts  
Nordic light: Swedish fin de siècle painting 
 
Stella Lyons 
Suitable for art and history students.  

When we think about Nordic art, we often recall the angst-ridden works of Edvard Munch. Rarely do we 
think of other Swedish artists, and yet Swedish artists painted some of the most breath-taking images 
of the C19/20th. Paintings of glorious summer twilight, light-filled interiors adorned with cornflowers, 
images of Stockholm sparkling under star-studded skies laced with symbolism and cultural comment. 
This lecturer illuminates the roots of C20th modernism through a different perspective. 

Stella Lyons is a freelance Art History lecturer, speaker and writer. She has lectured across the UK, 
Ireland, Spain, Norway, Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands, Italy and Malaysia. Stella gained her BA 
in the History of Art from the University of Bristol and her MA in History of Art from the University of 
Warwick. She spent a year studying Renaissance art in Italy at the British Institute of Florence and three 
months studying Venetian art in Venice. In addition, she attended drawing classes at the prestigious 
Charles H. Cecil studios in Florence. She has written about art for several publications, including The 
Arts Society Magazine. 

Wednesday 14th October 12.30 – 13.15 Princes Royal Centre for the Performing 
Arts  
Chinoiserie, West meets East. 
 
Sam Marsh 
Suitable for art and history students looking at how cultural artifacts frame the 
idea of the ‘other’ whilst reinforcing national identity.  

Sam discusses how in the C18th & C19th century the West viewed and and reacted with countries and 
cultures in the East. Tracing how this perception of the orient has influenced our lives today 
encompasses art, architecture, design and many other areas of the visual arts. 

Sam and Marion Marsh are newly arrived in Guernsey having come here in 1978. They arrived after 
living a few years in Hong Kong where their passion for Chinese Porcelain was ignited. This culminated 
in Sam writing his book “Brushpots; A Collectors View” an encyclopaedic account of their collection. 

Wednesday 18th November 12.30 – 13.15 Princes Royal Centre for the Performing 
Arts  
Élisabeth Louise Vigée Le Brun and Angelica Kauffman 
 
Fany Moyle  
Suitable for art and history students and also students studying the politics of 
identity, diversity and inclusion 

C18th painters Vigée Le Brun and Kauffman invited comparison with Old masters - as well as their male 
contemporaries - as part of a shared agenda to establish that female talent could match that of men. In 
an era when the differences of the sexes and their comparative abilities was much debated, women 
tended to be downgraded as painters, their efforts often diminished and dismissed without proper 
consideration.  

In this lecture Moyle shows how the two most successful female painters of their era fought back against 
ingrained prejudice and deployed - quite independently of one another - a tactic of inviting comparison 
with Old Masters as a means of endorsing their talent. They also respectively engaged in a pictorial 
dialogue with their most successful male contemporaries as a means of reinforcing their claim to a seat 
in the cultural pantheon. Such sparing with the most successful male painters of the day reveals not 



only their respective confidence in their abilities, but interrogation of their work compared to their peers, 
suggests such confidence was far from misplaced.  

Television producer turned author, lecturer and curator, Franny has been called “one of the most gifted 
living writers of artistic biography”.  

In 2009, Desperate Romantics, her serial biography of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, was 
dramatized for BBC2. She subsequently delivered acclaimed biographies of J M W Turner and Hans 
Holbein the Younger. Her Biography of Turner was described as 'compelling' by The 
Economist, 'immaculate' by The Times, and ' exemplary' and 'enthralling' by The Sunday Times. 
Meanwhile, The King's Painter - her account of the life and times of Holbein the Younger - was a Radio 
4 Book of the Week in 2021.  In 2022 Between the Sheets, her revelatory exhibition of Turner’s erotica, 
drew national attention. Her account of eighteenth-century painters Angelica Kauffman and Élisabeth 
Louise Vigée Le Brun was published in 2025.  

She is a trustee of Turner’s House in Twickenham, and a Fellow of the Royal Literary Fund.  

As the number of students will be limited to 250 per lecture, please reserve your 
places by emailing gemmah@gcfe.net. Places will be allocated on a first come basis. 
 

“Our role is to organise a varied lecture programme, both entertaining and  
enlightening, for our members and the wider public here in the island. One  
of our key aims is to foster wider education and learning of art and history,  
and one way is to increase our involvement with schools.” 

Jonathan Bates, Chairman of the Arts Society Guernsey,  
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