
THE ARTS SOCIETY GUERNSEY 2020 LECTURE PROGRAMME 

Monday 27th April 
PASSIONS, PERSONALITIES AND PATRONAGE -
CHATSWORTH AND THE STORY OF THE 
DE VONSHIRE FAMILY COLLECTIONS 1549 -
PRESENT 

Simon Seligman A chronological history of the outstanding and diverse Devonshire Collection told through the interests, characters and tastes of its collectors over 16 generations, from the Elizabethan beginnings to the current Duke and Duchess of Devonshire. Each generation has left its mark on the :.collections, wJ;iether as c;;onnoisSeUfS, enthusiastic P,atrons �d acquilrers, fortt<µ.tous mahfagei or benign in'tiifferen'ce; andtj't is fasctin. �ting to s�e Jrqw-,.th��k�m-se P1rt;soµ..·.i11tieil§�Ve ,:rrrf" .. 
:,<,fi•�'fflil"'"' ,..�, .. . .  "'"'1' d!/Hf!t ''l' l,t .. •�I' contnoutell,to whati1s!flow'cons aere one of tne finest surviving family collections in Europe. , r � . or J ;,;r"' ·� U'' ·�

·� ··· . .. 
· ,., � Sim0n Seligman is an Art Historian & Life Coach who lectures .about Chatsworth's collections throughout the UK and the 

USA'.i � ;,.; ' ' ,. I r . , - l
tu l lrWednesda,y'27th May . :!!I U I I' I . .,: 

BANKR�LLING ;[HE RENAISSAN<;:E - A. HISTQRY 
OF THE MEDICI FAMILY' 1 $ 

1 1 " 
""i • Ruthless in pur�uit of'JJrofit•'(or tneir Fforentine bank, they were greedy for success, merciless to t119se who opposed their t ! aml:;,ition and vicio'us in theii" own internal squabbles. }\nd yet ' : withqut them we wouldn't have Botticelli's 'Birth of Venus', theFraAngelico fres�oes in San Marco, Donatello's 'David' or the majestic Michelaqgelo sculptures in the Medici chapel. ;This lecture looks into the turbulent history of this ·extraordinary family - the triumphs, the intrigues, and plots.Their perpetual desire to glorify their name in works of artresulted in some 'of the greatest achievements of the ItalianRenaissance.Douglas Skeggs is a well-known international lecturer, painterand writer. He has presented various TV documentaries,notably the Omnibus programme on 'Whistler'.

Wednesday 17th June 
THE ARTS OF JAPAN - HIGHLIGHTS OF JAPANESE 
ART AND CULTURE 

Professor Marie Conte-Helm OBE This lecture will chart the development of the Japanese aesthetic in painting, sculpture and the applied arts through the ages. Contact with China and the West, contrasting aristocratic and military tastes and the growth of popular culture in the Edo period all contribu�ed to distinctive vis;i,al tren�s and t�chniques. ;he impac� of
;,.
�en Buddhisfl, ,·7·.::,part1cularl'm the areag�f gardenmg�nd t�e,,rea·cer{!mo y, adqed (urtlier laye;s,_to the Japanes�.lJ,esth�t1c .. ....... '1/!., ,i 1 "'"\,..:,• . .. . .. :'' .... • - ,·�W, i rl"r"ffft'f •ri ,..r,-ri4-t'1f"tf1f,.,� it irer�irn•. f, i_• ltlUJd t, i !J.!i,ltt/;; tJRrofessotlConte-Helm has held senior posts at UK universities and was awarded an OBE in 2011 for services to UK-Japan educational and cultural relations. u" 

Wednesday 23rd September 
FAB�RGE - T�E LIFE AN;t),1WORKS OF THE 
WORl.D'S GREA;T"EST GOLDSMITH 

John Benjamin The son of a middle-class provincial jeweller in pre-revolution Russia, Carl Faberge by his late 30s was producing incomparable jewels and objets d'art for the Imperial Court and bourgeois Moscow and St Petersburg. The presentation analyses his life and influences, illustrated with jewellery, flower studies, works of fantasy and the famous Imperial Easter Eggs. The talk parallels the life of Tsar Nicholas II, the tragedy of the Tsarevich Alexei, Rasputin and the events leading to the Revolution. John Benjamin is a renowned jewellery expert who consults, writes and broadcasts, but is mo�t widely known for his frequent appearances on the BBC's Antiques Roadshow. 
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Wednesday 21st October 
JOHN SINGER SARGENT - POWER OF THE PORTRAIT 

Alexandra Epps The rise, the fall and rise again of John Singer Sargent, the leading portrait painter of his age - the age of elegance. From the scandal of the painting of Madame X to the trials, tribulations and triumph of Carnation, Lily, Lily, Rose, discover an artist who devoted his entire life to the creation of �eau�y.iietndra �pps ii an off\cial gyide al).d lecfurer at Tate 'Ml>'cle .. �ntljt� :B� .. :it,!!iQ.,,a.i�. J.i .�.}·l·d·hJ.11.J\.. rt Ga.· llerylfa. nd is for htr e1l/i�g1��;�pd e.!irta.1�\.nglc!{;tU¥,�.· � ,-•T
;.: .. •·•. j , ' , .,:,,� >H,' , Jfrt •f'·f"a ... �.' ,, . .. Ji "'· ,; l '' 'y "' k. •f�LJ -�1::�1 ' ,', '"'J' I \£ednesqay 18th November. • " '-
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WHAT HAVE THE HUGUENOTS-E��ONE FdJ·osl-� 
'ti 

,{ ""' 
,,. The mass migration of the French Prote&tant Huguenots in the 16th and 17th centuries impacted the arts, military ahd finance sectors of the countries to which they fled. It is estimated that upwards of 50,000 people settled in the British Isles and that one in six of the country's current population descends from Huguenot lineage. This lecture focuses on three areas of the arts that grew out of Huguenot creativity: Versailles-style interiors, the silk weaving industry, and Rococo silver and ceramics. Viv Lawes is a lecturer, curator, author and journalist with over 25 years of experience in the art ·market. 

Lectures will start at 7pm - doors open at 6.30pm 
Les Cotils, St Peter Port 




